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Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 (e)(1), 1.98, applicants bring the following 
document to the Examiner's attention. Included with this letter is one U.S. Patent 
document that was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
information disclosure statement. Also included is a one-page form PTO-1449 listing 
this document. 

Citation of this document shall not be construed as an admission that the 
document is prior art with respect to the instant invention, a representation that a search 
has been made, or an admission that the information cited herein is, or is considered to 
be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 
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